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Lettre datee du 23 juillet 2004, adressee au President 
du Conseil de securite par le Secretaire general 

J’ai l’honneur de me referer au paragraphe 2 de 1 ’article 12 bis du Statut du 
Tribunal penal international pour le Rwanda, ainsi libel le : 

« Si le siege de Fun des juges permanents elus ou designes conformement au 
present article devient vacant a Fune des Chambres, le Secretaire general, 
apres avoir consulte les Presidents du Conseil de securite et de FAssemblee 
generate, nomme une personne reunissant les conditions indiquees a 
Farticle 12 du present statut pour sieger jusqu’a Fexpiration du mandat de son 
predecesseur. » 

A ce sujet, je tiens a vous informer que le juge Asoka Gunawardena, 
ressortissant sri-lankais, a demissionne de sa charge de juge permanent au Tribunal 
penal international pour le Rwanda, demission qui a pris effet le 30 juin 2004. 

Le Gouvernement sri-lankais a presente la candidature d’un autre de ses 
ressortissants, le juge J. Asoka de Silva, pour remplacer le juge Gunawardena. Vous 
trouverez ci-joint son curriculum vitae (voir annexe*). 

J’estime que le juge de Silva remplit les conditions requises a Farticle 12 du 
Statut du Tribunal. J’estime egalement que sa nomination serait de nature a assurer 
au Tribunal une representation adequate des principaux systemes juridiques du 
monde, comme prevu a Falinea c) du paragraphe 1 de Farticle 12 bis du Statut du 
Tribunal. 

Je souhaiterais done vous consulter au sujet de la nomination du juge de Silva, 
conformement au paragraphe 2 de Farticle 12 bis du Statut du Tribunal penal 
international pour le Rwanda. J’attends avec interet vos observations a ce sujet. 

(Signe) Kofi A. Annan 


* Le texte de 1"annexe est distribue uniquement dans la langue dans laqueile il a ete presente. 
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Annexe 


Curriculum vitae 
Joseph Asoka Nihal de Silva 
Personal 

Born: 17 May 1946 

Nationality 
Sri Lankan 

Qualifications 

Academic 

Primary and secondary education at St. Anthony’s College, Kandy, Sri Lanka 

Bachelor of Laws, University of Ceylon, Colombo (LLB), 1971 

Master of Laws, University of Colombo (LLM), 1982, in Administrative Law 

Graduate course in criminology at the University of Illinois, 1987, including 
Muslim law, theories of punishment and comparative legal systems 

Course in environmental law at the International Development Law Institute, Rome, 
1992 

Course in drafting commercial agreements at the University of London, 1995 
Professional 

Enrolled as an Attorney-at-Law of the Supreme Court in 1972 

Joined the Attorney General’s Department as a Crown Counsel in 1974, advancing 
to the position of Senior Deputy Solicitor General in 1995 

Appointed as a Judge of the Court of Appeal in 1995 and made President of that 
Court in February 2001 

Appointed as a Judge of the Supreme Court on 1 August 2001, the highest court in 
Sri Lanka 

Presently functioning as a Senior Judge of the Supreme Court and presiding over 
most benches 

Experience 

In the Attorney General’s Department, prosecuted in the original Courts 

Represented the Attorney General in criminal appeals before the Court of Appeal 
and the Supreme Court 

In the field of fundamental rights, appeared on behalf of police, armed forces and 
other governmental departments 

Nominated on several occasions as a Judge Advocate at court martial proceedings 
Appointed head of the Corporation Division of the Attorney General’s Department 
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Other qualifications 

Lecturer and Examiner of the Sri Lanka Law College, appointed by the Council of 
Legal Education 

Visiting Lecturer, University of Colombo and University of Sri Jayawardenapura: 
1985-1986 

Member, National Dangerous Drugs Control Board: 1990-1992 

Member, National Task Force to Formulate Environmental Policy 

Represented Sri Lanka at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1992 

Attended several conferences of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) and the Law-Asia Conference 

Attended conferences on refugee problems in New Delhi (1999) and Geneva (2000) 

Attended course for senior judges in Australia organized by the International 
Development Law Organization 

Followed a course in environmental law, International Development Law Institute, 
Rome, 1992 

Followed a course in drafting commercial contracts and arbitration at the University 
of London, 1995 
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